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MISSOULA—
The exhibition season is over and it is now time for the University of
Montana women's varsity volleyball squad to begin Division I conference play.
In an attempt to improve their current 16-6-2 regular season record,
prior to Wednesday's non-conference match with Montana State University, the
14-member crew takes to the road en route to Seattle, Wash., where they will
face five Division I title contenders.
Play will begin on Friday, Oct. 19 and run through Saturday, Oct. 20.
Squads participating in the two-day event will be the University of Washington,
Washington State University, Portland State University, Oregon State University,
the University of Oregon and UM.
In his second season as head coach, Dick Scott believes that his Grizzly
team is ready and determined to win.
"Compared to previous years," explained Scott, "this year's number of games
prior to the conference opener has increased, giving our players more experience
and playing time."
Toe UM women faced a good portion of the teams in the Portland State University
Invitational Tournament held Oct. 12-13 in Portland.
They jumped off to a poor start in the tournament but finished strong,
placing fourth in their pool of eight teams.
Scott praised the play of several of his players in the tournament.

"Pat

Benson was the best consistent performer," noted Scott, "and Wendy Ninteman certainly
played outstandingly in several of the matches."
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Scott also noted the exceptional performances of Dede Montgomery and Ann
Swisher for backcourt play as well as Jean Cavanaugh for her strong serving.
"We are not too physical on the net but are getting the ball across otherwise
without too much trouble," concluded Scott.
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